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de Varicourt's place at the entrance of the first ante-
chamber. They rushed npon him; but after a long
struggle, he managed to reach the hall of the King's
Guards, covered with wounds; just as the door
closed behind him, a pistol-shot laid low one of the
assailants. M. Miomandre de Sainte-Marie, who had
sought refuge in the embrasure of one of the windows
of the great hall of the Guards, hastened to take M.
de Varicourt's place in the hall of the Queen's Guards,
at the door of the first ante-chamber. He opened the
door quickly and saw Madame Thibaut; to her he
said, "Save the Queen; they want to kill her."
Then he closed the door, and the two ladies of the
bedchamber, Madame Thibaut and Madame Augui6,
who were in the Queen's drawing-room, bolted it.
Then the wretches attacked M. Miomandre de Sainte-
Marie. One of them felled him, bleeding, to the
ground with the butt-end of a musket. They
thought he was killed, and stole his watch; then
they hastened to the great hall to seize the weapons
of the body-guard. M. de Sainte-Marie came to him-
self and saw that he was alone; he dragged himself
to the landing and made his way to his companions
in the hall of the King's Guards.

Meanwhile Madame Thibaut had made the Queen
get up and hurried her into her stockings and petti-
coat, and thrown a cloak over her shoulders. At the
end of the bedroom, near the bed, was a secret door,
opening on a dark passage-way, which led to the hall
of the (Eil de Bceuf, At the entrance of this passage-